Role of the AZFd locus in spermatogenesis.
To determine the prevalence of Y-chromosome microdeletions among infertile men and to correlate the clinical presentation of the men with specific deletions, microdeletion analysis in 53 infertile men (30 nonobstructive azoospermic, 23 severely oligozoospermic patients), and 100 age-matched, fathered normospermic men who had fathered children was performed by the multiplex PCR with 18 different Y-chromosome-specific STS primer sets, spanning the AZFa, AZFb, AZFd, and AZFc regions. Detection of the same locus deletion of the AZFd region in three cases indicated the possible importance of the genes located in this region in spermatogenesis.